
7/9/16	  

1	  

About ISLAM 
Lifting the Veil Series 
 
I SLAMIC SOCIETY o f  AUGUSTA 
 
Presented By: 
Mohammed E. Elsalanty, MBBS, PhD 
elsalanty@gmail.com  

About ISLAM: An Outline 

�  Who are the Muslims and what does it mean to be one? 
�  Who was Muhammad and what did he want? 
�  What is the Quran and how do Muslims today relate to 

it? 
�  What is Hadith? Shariah? Jihad? And other terms Muslims 

use? 
�  What do Muslims want to achieve in the West? 
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The Muslim Face 
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Islam, globally 

�  1.6 Billion, second 
largest religion  

�  Highest number: 
Asia-Pacific 

�  ~18% Speak Arabic 

http://
www.pewresearch.org/
fact-tank/2013/06/07/
worlds-muslim-
population-more-
widespread-than-you-
might-think/ 
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Increase mostly due to natural 
population growth, not conversion 

according to a 2009 Gallup poll, are 
one of the most racially diverse 
religious groups in the United States 

3.3 Million 

25% are African Americans, who 
constitute the majority of native-born 
American Muslims 

Islam, US 

The majority of Muslim Americans are first-generation 
immigrants (65%) hailing from over 68 countries. 
Second-generation individuals account for an additional 
7% of the overall population.  
 
Of the foreign-born group, more than one-third 
emigrated from Arabic-speaking countries in the Middle 
East and North Africa. The second largest regional 
contingent consists of immigrants from South Asia, 
including Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan. 
 
70% are American citizens, compared to the average of 
47% of all immigrants 
 
56% below the age of 40 
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�  At least half of the 500,000 slaves brought to North America in the 
16th century were from areas where Islam was practiced by large 
portions of the population. Research estimates 10-30% of early slaves 
in the US practiced Islam 

�  First wave of immigration 1880-1924. By 1920, Arab immigrants 
worshiped in a rented hall in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and they built a 
mosque of their own fifteen years later. Lebanese-Syrian communities 
did the same in Ross, North Dakota, and later in Detroit, Pittsburgh, 
and Michigan City, Indiana. 

�  Second wave 1965 of professionals seeking higher education, or 
escaping political persecution 

�  Another wave of Muslim immigration from 1980 till now 
�  Moorish Science Temple (MST) was established by Noble Drew Ali in 

Newark, New Jersey in 1913. It became factionalized after his death in 
1929; one of these factions came under Wallace Fard Muhammad, who 
founded the Nation of Islam in 1930 preaching black nationalism and 
Islamic faith.  After Fard's unexplained disappearance in 1934, Elijah 
Muhammed (1897-1975) took over. 

(http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/tserve/twenty/tkeyinfo/islam.htm)  

�  Family income of Muslim Americans is 
comparable to that of the U.S. general public 

 
�  Compared to Europe, the United States has been 

much less vulnerable to attacks by homegrown 
terrorists. In general, Muslim Americans are more 
successfully integrated socially, politically, and 
culturally than their European counterparts and 
are thus less vulnerable to the process of 
radicalization.  

 
http://www.euro-islam.info/country-profiles/united-states/ 
http://www.pewresearch.org/2007/05/22/muslim-americans-middle-class-and-
mostly-mainstream/ 
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�  Two-thirds of Muslim 
Americans attended a 
mosque either once a week 
(40%) or occasionally (26%), 
with one-third (34%) 
reporting that they seldom or 
never attended.  

�  Broadly speaking, native-born 
Muslims were more likely 
(45%) to attend weekly 
services than foreign-born 
Muslims (37%). 

 

http://www.people-press.org/2011/08/30/
a-portrait-of-muslim-americans/  

Islamic Belief 

� ALLAH 
� The Angels 
� The Holy Books 
� The Holy Messengers 
� The Day of Judgment 
� Destiny 
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Acts of Worship (The Five Pillars) 

�  Shahada (Testimony) 
� Prayer 
� Zakah (Charity) 
�  Syam (Fasting) 
� Hajj (Pilgrimage) 

ALLAH 

�  The Arabic name for God 
as used by Arab members 
of all faiths 

�  The supreme and all-
comprehensive divine 
name. All other divine 
names are believed to 
refer back to “Allah” 

�  Sole creator and Deity, 
unique and wholesome in 
attributes 
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Muhammad 
�  The Prophet of Islam and the most revered character by 

Muslims 

�  Orphaned since birth, lost his mother during early 
childhood, raised by his grandfather, then uncle 

 
�  Born into a noble lineage, but not privilege 

Muhammad 
 
�  Lived a normal, rather private life until the age of 40. 

Became known as an honest merchant and a good family 
man, widely respected but mostly keeping to himself. 

�  Did not have any significant contact with sources of 
knowledge from the Torah or the Bible 
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Muhammad 
�  Received the first verses of the Quran at the age of 40 

and did not know what was happening to him 

�  Revelations returned sporadically at first, then more 
regularly 

�  What did he want? He called people to denounce false 
deities and revert to the religion of Ibrahim. He called for 
justice, equality, high morals, compassion, and family 
bonding.  

Muhammad 
�  For 13 years, he and his followers were cruelly persecuted by the 

Meccans.  The first martyr, a woman, died under torture 

�   He orders some of his weaker followers to seek refuge in  
Abyssinia, since its king, a Christian, was noble and just 

�  Years later, he and his remaining followers migrated to Medina to 
establish the first Nation-State of Islam. He established the 
foundation of the modern state: Integrity, transparency, accountibility, 
balanced institutions, and the rule of Law. He taught the Arab 
nomads the importance of knowledge, objective thinking, and the 
futility of ancient tribalism.  

�  He was not the typical revolutionary, his social and political reform 
came almost as byproducts of his attempt at reforming the individual 
spiritually, morally, and behaviorally, and connecting them to the 
Almighty and to the universe around them. He built people who 
built a civilization, one that lasted over a millennium  
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The Quran 

�  Revealed by the Archangel Gabriel to the heart of 
Muhammad 

�  Revelations continued for over 23 years 

�  Recorded during the Prophet’s life and reviewed in its 
entirety by him before his death 

�  Memorized by millions of Muslims and taught both 
orally and in written from one generation to the next 

�  The literal word of God.  The basic source of Islamic 
teachings, covering all aspects of life both for the 
Muslim individual as well as the Muslim Nation 
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Hadith 

�  Recordings of the sayings and actions of Prophet 
Muhammad as well as the events that took place during 
his time 

�  Compiled in the second century, depending on oral and 
written traditions 

�  A unique system of validation 

�  Accounts for much of the variability in opinion between 
Muslim factions 

Sharia 
�  Literally means the path to water 
�  Human application of the principles outlined in the 

Quran and Sunnah 
�  Developed over centuries and continue to evolve within 

these principles 
�  Have shown remarkable adaptability throughout history 
�  Cover all aspects of life from birth rights, to marriage, 

work, rituals , death, inheritance, etc. 
�  Contributed to the preservation of human civilization 

during the Dark Ages (rule of law, political order, 
organized society, strong global financial system, social 
justice, etc.) 

�  As diverse as the laws of different Western countries 
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What Do Muslims Want to Achieve 
in the West? 

�  The vast majority of Muslims migrated to escape 
economic, political, and/or religious hardships in their 
homeland 

�  They came BECAUSE of the American freedom! 
�  They want the US to continue to prosper (if nothing else, 

for their own children’s sake) 
�  They want their children to grow up Muslim, yet enjoy the 

rights and opportunities granted to everyone else 
�  They worry about the same issues as many American 

Christians: violence, drugs, failing schools, moral decay, etc. 
but add to that the daily fear of prejudice, hate speech, and 
discrimination. 

�  Taking back Islam 
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Mistakes in Studying ISLAM 

�  Judging ISLAM based on the current 
conditions of its followers 

�  Judging ISLAM based on pre-conceived 
notions about religion in general 
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Further Readings 

�  The Study Quran 
�  Muhammad (By Martin Lings) 
�  Muhammad (By Karen Armstrong) 
�  The Ibrahamic Faiths: Similarities and contrasts (By Jerald 

Dirks) 
�  Understanding Islam: A Guide to The Judaeo-Christian 

Reader (By Jerald Dirks) 
 


