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Monday, February 23, 2015

Dear Imam Jamal,

I write to express my personal gratitude, along with that of my eighth grade students, and also that of the faculty and
administration of the Episcopal Day School (EDS), following our annual visit to the Islamic Center last Thursday,
February 19, 2015. As has been my experience in the past, we were warmly received, and both our tour and
conversations were thorough, thoughtful, and helpful in teaching our students about the people and practices of
Islam. I continue to marvel at the beauty, practicality, and obvious holiness of your community center and sanctuary,
and I am once again impressed by your ease and effectiveness in speaking with teenagers who are non-Muslims and
first-time visitors to a Mosque. Thank you for preparing written materials with us this year and, as always, for
sharing of your personal faith and experience, as well as of your knowledge and wisdom.

My students and I (the other teachers who accompanied me as well) have spoken several times since of how helpful
your comparative examples of the car's dealership, owner's manual, and tune-up were to all of us, and so I would
encourage you to use this method of instruction again because it really aided us in making some very clear and
important connections. Also, as you will read in many of the students' letters, it was good for us to take a close
enough look at our "family trees" to recognize the relationship of our faiths as "cousins!" I can assure you that this
will never leave our kids' minds and hearts, and will go a long way towards their respect for neighbors and friends of
other faiths. They all walked away feeling we share more in common with one another than we have to divide us.

Ultimately, as you know, it is this kind of respect - born of understanding and truth - that we seek to inspire in our
students through our very intentional study of the world's religions. The passion with which you spoke about the
importance of going to authentic sources (not to media and elsewhere) to gain true information and experience of a
religion, was inspiring - to students and adults alike. You gave our eight graders much to think and care about in our
conversations last week and beyond and, most importantly, your kindness and gracious hospitality provided them a
living example of the goodness of ALL faithful people of God.

The partnership we have developed is one that will change the lives of young people for good, and I look forward to
its growth and development. It will be helpful for us to meet this summer to make plans for next school year - for
this annual visit and also for other events and opportunities to bring our children and youth together. We are doing
a good thing, and I believe that God will bless our ministries. As I mentioned Thursday, you may be assured of our
prayers for your ministry and your community, and we humbly ask that we be remembered in yours as well.

Thank you, once again.

The Rev. Dr. Lisa Barrowclough, School Chaplain
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